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Chair Lisa Carter statement on the passing of Police Commissioner Derrick Sanders: 

 

 

“The Board of Police Commissioners is deeply saddened by the sudden loss of 

our colleague Derrick Sanders, and we extend our condolences to his family, the 

Operating Engineers 324 labor union, and his many, many friends. 

Commissioner Sanders brought a unique perspective to 

his role and duties as a board member and as chair of the budget 

subcommittee. To him, the numbers on a spreadsheet were 

people and equipment needed to provide our city with the best 

level of public safety. Our officers and residents knew him 

because he went to every precinct and rode along on patrols to 

personally see the cars, the body-worn cameras, and all the 

other equipment and tools; it was part of his way of making sure 

police officers had what they needed to do their jobs.  

He also brought many sharp, common sense contributions to public service and to civilian 

oversight in Detroit.  He was truly a dedicated, hard-working person. We will miss his smile, his 

style and his ability to always put people first.” 

 
Created by City Charter in 1974, the Detroit Board of Police Commissioners has supervisory 
authority and oversight over the Police Department. Under the 2012 Charter, the Board is 
comprised of 11 civilian members; Detroiters elect seven members by district and the mayor 
appoints four at-large members. 

The current members are Willie E. Bell, Elizabeth Brooks, Darryl D. Brown, Shirley A. 
Burch, Willie E. Burton, Lisa Carter, William M. Davis, Eva Garza Dewaelsche, and Conrad L. 
Mallet Jr. (As of April 2018, there are two At-Large vacancies). 

The Detroit Board of Police Commissioners meets weekly on Thursday at 3 p.m. at 
Detroit Public Safety Headquarters, 1301 Third Avenue, except for the second Thursday of the 
month when it holds community meetings at 6:30 p.m.  

For the Board meeting schedule, video, minutes and other information, visit the 
website at detroitmi.gov/bopc. 


